BLODGETT, DOUGLAS RANDOLPH

Name: Douglas Randolph Blodgett
Rank/Branch: Sergeant First Class/US Army
Unit: Company A,

228th Aviation Battalion (Assault Support Helicopter),
11th Aviation Group, 1st Cavalry Division

Date of Birth: 01 May 1947

Home of Record: Alexandria, VA

Date of Loss: 19 April 1968

Country of Loss: South Vietnam

Loss Coordinates: 162247N 1070658E (YD290105)
Click coordinates to view maps

Status in 1973: Missing in Action

Category: 4

Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: CHA47A “Chinook”
Other Personnel In Incident: William R. Dennis and Jesus A. Gonzales (missing)

REMARKS:CHOPPER CAUGHT FIRE; CRASHED

SYNOPSIS:The Boeing Vertol CH47 Chinook heavy lift helicopter arrived in Southeast Asia in September 1965 and could carry almost anything. Airlifting
troops, supplies, artillery pieces and field equipment were routine tasks for “The Hook.” More important, with its two Lycoming T-55-L-7 turboshaft engines
offering 4,400shp, it could salvage downed aircraft and return them for repair. Few helicopters were as powerful or as versatile as the Chinook.

The A Shau Valley was one of two vital communist strategic areas in South Vietnam. Surrounded by exceptionally rugged mountains many with sheer cliff
faces, the valley was located in western Thua Thien Province approximately 5 miles east of the South Vietnamese/Lao border. The long, narrow 25-mile
triangular shaped valley, which was covered in jungle, 15 to 20-foot high elephant grass and bamboo groves was an extension of the Ho Chi Minh Trail
funneling troops and supplies into the acknowledged war zone.

Route 548 was a well traveled road that ran nearly dead center through the valley. It was cleverly concealed and had established bridges over the streams as
well as Binh Trams - roadside rest stops with overhead cover that were used for vehicle maintenance, supply depots, etc. The NVA had also constructed a
gasoline pipeline running adjacent to the road. At the northern end of the valley was the major NVA staging area known as “Base Area 611.” Because of the
valley’s importance to the communists plan for victory, the A Shau was ringed by one of the most sophisticated interlocking anti-aircraft artillery (AAA) battery
systems devised to date. Further, at any given time the enemy garrisoned 5,000 to 6,000 troops within their valley stronghold.

Operation Delaware/Lam Son 216 was a joint mission launched to reestablish an American and South Vietnamese presence in the A Shau Valley. To that end
on 10 April 1968, a 9-day air campaign to “soften up” the valley in advance of the planned assault began with 21 B-52 air strikes and 209 Air Force and Marine
fighter sorties along with artillery barrages that pummeled enemy positions.

At 0930 hours on 19 April 1968, the main assault to establish a series of fire bases in the A Shau Valley lifted off from a marshalling point located just southwest
of Camp Evans. All aircraft were forced to climb to 6,000 feet in order to fly over the clouds and descend one at a time into the valley through holes in the
overcast. In spite of the heavy bombardment leading up to the assault, each aircraft approaching any of the planned landing zones (LZs) ran a gauntlet of
withering ground fire ranging from small arms and automatic weapons to .50 caliber machine guns and radar controlled 37mm AAA fire. Interestingly, the exact
location of each of the landing zones/base camps was determined by the placement of bomb craters. Those LZs included Signal Hill, Tiger Upper, Tiger Lower,
Vicky, Pepper, A Luoi, Stallion, Goodman and Cecil.

CWO2 Don Winskey, aircraft commander; unidentified pilot; SP5 Gonzales, crew chief; SP4 William Dennis, flight engineer; and then SP4 Blodgett, crewman,;
comprised the crew of a CH47A (serial #64-13124) that was delivering a load of ammunition to LZ Vicky.

At 1600 hours, CWO2 Winskey found an opening in the clouds and descended below the overcast. The crew of the Command and Control Huey helicopter
happened to be watching the Chinook as it began the two mile final approach to the landing zone at an altitude of 2,000 feet when it was struck by intense and
accurate AAA fire.

The Huey’s crew reported that there was an explosion in the aft section of the Chinook and it caught fire while in the air. They continued to watch as Don
Winskey fought to land the crippled helicopter, but it rolled inverted just before crashing into the dense jungle and exploding a second time upon impact. At that
time the entire fuselage was seen to be on fire. Within minutes a third explosion erupted as the load of ammunition blew up leaving twisted and scattered
burning wreckage strewn across on the rugged mountainside less then 2 miles northeast of LZ Vicky.

Because of the catastrophic nature of this loss and the location being in dense forest on an extremely rugged mountain slope known to be infested by a large
number of enemy troops, no ground search was attempted for the missing aircrew. Dan Winskey, Douglas Blodgett, William Dennis, Jesus Gonzales and the
pilot were immediately declared Missing in Action.

During the brief time between the second and third explosions, the aircraft commander and pilot were able to unbuckle their harnesses and exit the Chinook
through the right pilot's door and escape into the forest. The two men could hear enemy troops moving through the jungle as they made their way to LZ Vicky
by following the sound of the chainsaws employed soldiers clearing fields of fire to secure the area around the new facility. They arrived at 0100 hours on 20
April.

CWO2 Winskey and the pilot had been burned by the fire that swept from rear to front through their aircraft and were immediately medically evacuated to the
US military hospital at Phu Bai.

,p>During their debriefings, Don Winskey and the pilot stated that at no time after they exited the aircraft did they see SP5 Gonzales, SP4 Dennis or SP4
Blodgett. They added that they believed the three crewmen probably were not able to get out of the burning hulk.

Beginning in 1993, several joint US/Vietnamese teams under the auspices of the Joint Task Force for Full Accounting (JTFFA) traveled to the A Shau Valley, A
Luoi District, Thua Thien Province to investigate several losses, including that of the Chinook. They interviewed several withesses who possessed firsthand and
hearsay information about case. They also traveled to the site of the official loss coordinates in Hong Van Village, but found no evidence of a crash site,
remains or personal effect of the aircrew.

If Jesus Gonzales, William Dennis and Douglas Blodgett died in the loss of their helicopter, each man has a right to have his remains returned to his family,
friends and country if at all humanly possible. However, if they were able to escape as did the aircraft commander and pilot, the could have been captured by
NVA troops openly operating throughout the region and their fate, like that of other Americans who remain unaccounted for in Southeast Asia, could be quite
different.

Since the end of the Vietham War, over 21,000 reports of American prisoners, missing and otherwise unaccounted for have been received by our government.
Many of these reports document LIVE American Prisoners of War remaining captive throughout Southeast Asia TODAY.



Military men in Vietnam were called upon to fight in many dangerous circumstances, and were prepared to be wounded, killed or captured. It probably never
occurred to them that they could be abandoned by the country they proudly served.

During Operation Delaware/Lam Son 216 enemy gunners damaged 25 helicopters including 10 that were shot down. Of those 10 losses, 4 were lost within 5
kilometers of each other and had aircrews or a passenger declared POW/MIA.
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HriMrs Clarence R. Blodgett, .

DATA

The Secretary of the Aery has acked ce to exp:lers hia éecp rep

your son, Speclalist Four Douglas R, Blodgett,

cet that

haa beon mlasing

In vietnaa floce 19 Apr 63, Ha wes lust seen as door”

gumner on mllitary aircraft enrouts to alreraft landing sone when aircraft was

bit by hoetils automatic wespons fire, crashed and burned, Search 1s in progress,

You will be advised prozptly vhen further tnformatlon 1s tecedved, Tn order
to proteet aay l‘.'-.Fu;'r'JI:Ian that might be used to your son's deteinant,
youe cooperatlon fs requested fn miking publie only Inforeution concerning hia
nae2, rauk, service nusher and date of birth, This confirms persenal

notification cade by a Tepresentative of the Secrctary of the Arny,

HERIETH G, WICHIAM, MAJOR ¢

AL, USA, F 3}’ THE ADJUTANT GENZRAL
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#r. and irs. Llarence H, Ulodgett
DATA
Dear +ir. and iire, klodgett,

You have undoubtedly been infomed that your son, Specialist Four
Douglas k. Hlodgett hae been reported as wlasing in action, ~

In the afternoon of 19 April 1968, Dougles was flying as a door wumner
on a GH-47 helicopter frow this unit participating on an assunition ro-supply
mission to a landing zouo in the A Shau Valley, Vietnam, The hellcopter ro-
ceived enemy ground fire sbout two edles from the intended landing area and
craghed in donsely weoded jungle, American infantry seldiers are attempting
to reach the crash site, but have been hacpered by the Jungle and mountainous
terrain. You may be apeured that all possitle effort is being wade to reach
the crash site end to deteruine the status of your son and his fellow crew
menbers,

1 extend personally sy sincere synpathy in this difficult period and I
will fnsure you that all detaile will be furvarded to you as soon as I have
aditional inforestion.

Sincersly yours,

M..Mﬁ /

DlniaLl H. Yiad
iajor, Transportation Corps
Gocanding
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PM5 MR AND MRS CLARENCE R BLODGETT,
WIRE COLL NEW ADD,

DLR DONT PHOWE IF MOVED FWD ALSO
DATA

DEAR MR AND MRS CLARENGCE R BLODGETT:

ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY,
T0 INFORM YOU THAT THE NAME OF YOUR SON.

BLODGETT,

IT 15 MY UNPLEASANT DUTY
STAFF SERGEANT DOUGLAS R
LISTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY AS MISSING IN ACTION

HAS NOT APPEARED ON A LIST OF CAPTURED US SERVICEMEN AND CIVILIANS

PRESENTED TO THE PARIS NEGOTIATORS.

1 REGRET THAT THIS INFORMATION

VHICH I WUST PROVIDE TO YOU AT THIS TIMEADDS TO YOUR STRESS AND

EMOTIONAL STRAIN.

TO OBTAIN

VILL BE ADVISED PROMPTLY Wi

RECEIVED

PRIOR PERSONAL NOTIFICATION WHICH WAS MADE TO YOU.

VERNE L
DEPARTMEN
A"

ACCEPTED .
00001
1-PC

PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT EVERY EFFORT IS CONTINUING
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERMING HIS STATUS. You

HEN ANY ADDITIONAL FACTUAL INFORMATION LS
OR A CHANGE IN STATUS IS MADE. THIS MESSAGE CONFIRMS THE

BOVERS KAJOR GENERAL USA THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
T OF THE ARMY VASHINGTON DC

IEMNIIXT LMNIWNYIAOCD 1Y OIDNAOHST M

No evidence of ;

Acc Nos 0017, 0027, 0034, 0003,
72, 25 Sep 73, WT: P CHC P,

o 0278, or 3303, 14 Sep 71,
of aireraft crash.

THR:  78-93 PAN.  INT:

Yo 0514, or 3357, 17 Aug 71; IMR 125-140 FAN, Goo
aiven coords. Of site, =

ITEH 4+ Acc No 1892, UFYT 3300, 3 Oct 71, IMR: 258-288 PAN. IiT: :
| #9K:  No evidence of aircrdft crash.
. Acc ¥o 5573, or 5305, 14 Sep 71. IMR: T8-93 PaN. LI N e

eace of aircraft crash,

| 2, lWreckape of a L-19 acft observed at X1 433854 on mission F
e . . 1 PR

iy 582-583 PAN, INT: G CCL M. RMK: Wreckape of destroyed

g scctions and nose section.

Liaison Element
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WASIINGTON, B.C. 20014 { o

1 DATE PAEP,
Ll i V)

T. REPGAT NUMBER AND TYPE

REPORT OF CASUALTY A-1277 FINDIKG OF DEATH RVN 30227

3, SERVICE (DEMTIFICATION [ Neme, Soclal Sacuriiy Numbar. Grade o Rate, Compenani, Hranch and Tegeninationd, [ MOS/ NIE)
BLODGETT, DOUGLAS RANDOLEH; DATF
DIV, VIETHAM  67U40

i SFC; RA; 226TH- AVN CD, 228TH AVN BN, 15T CAV

COASUALTY STATUS 5l yuirie [Jwon-sarrie b cowsmiceo Tounoater 10 Dec 67
& srarum [Jooarw [Faw  Juaws O wsnng i acvion [ eartunen ] oThen
e 19 Hovember 1978 Vietnam !, ;) = igpacity)
DATE! & FLACKE il
T, CAUSES CIMCUMSTANCED See item 3. __:
3,4 DATE AND PLACE OF BIATH b, RACE e SEX 4 RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE
1 May 1947; Fort Belvoir, VA Caucasian Male Baptist

8. DATE AND PLACE OF LAST ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY 1N CURRENT STATUS AND HOME QF RECORD AT TIME *
31 October 1966; Richmond, VA AMlexandria, VA

ACTIVE: ON DUTY

Ta. PAY GRADE b, BASKC PAY . TNCENTIVE ADDITIONAL PAY |& CHECK IF APPLICABLE
B-6 $830.10 [®] ves O we ) enew ] pansgncen
0. DUTY STATUS

3. INTEREST ED PERSONS (Nams, Addraas, Relatienship}

Clarence R. Blodgett, T4
Elizebeth F. Blodgett, address same as above, Mother 2(50) 3(50)

DATE GF RECOAD OF EMEAGENCY DATA FORMI | £ Dap §7
Father 1,2(50) 3(50)

10, REPORT FOA VA TO

FOLLOW [ ves (3 we

11, REPCATING COMMAND AGENCY AND DATE EFORT RECEIVED IK DEPARTMENT
TAGCEN, WASHINGTON, D.C. 19 Rov 78

12, PRIOR SERVICE DATA

E)ves [Cwo  EA 11 932 381

1, newanxs Hef 4f:
Under the provisions of Sections 555 & 556, Title 37, United States Code, and upon
direction and delegation of authority by the Secretary of the Army, The Adjutant
General finds SEC Douglas R. Blodgett, to be dead. He was officlally reported as
missing in action on 19 April 1966, while the door gunner onm military sircraft
enroute to combat landing zome when aircraft was hit by hostile weapons fire,
crashed and burned. As provided by, and for the purposes of Secticms 551558, Title
37, United States Cpde, death is presumed to have occurred on 19 November 1976.
Remains mot recovered. .
$5C Douglas R. Blodgett was promoted posthumously te grade of SFC E-7, AUS, as of.
19 November 1978, under provisions of FL 680, 77th Cengress, as amended. Pay grade
ghown in item 7a is that of E-6 since additienal pay 1s mot involved. ¥ b
Replaces 2d Corrected Missing In Action Report issued 13 Dec 71.

EM was SP4 E-4 when he became missing with base pay of §177.90.
| QUANG TRI (01) 1 MR

B ‘ml‘n

FOOTNOTES:
1. Aull naat of kin, 1
3. Pansliciuy lor fratulty pay In svant thars fs oo awrviving wils o chili=ss deslgraiad on tecoed of ssuriancy datw,

3, lor ungald pay and danigrared on racord of smergency dala,
W pesTRIBUTION 15, SIGNATURE ELEWENT
Y ORDER OF TIIE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
B-2-4-6
HDW L

| ////mﬁéwé ek

DD 1300

MEPLACES DD FoRM 1305, | an 80, wICH I8 OBIOLETE.

2
Ay 2 R .

PFOD: 3 -2 l
Naxa:g,i’o,'ge.ﬁj' pévj}‘” g
SSAN: .
favk: SS G _ Ny
PURSUANT T0 THE PROVISIONS OF THE MISSING PERSONS ACT, & REVIEW OF
THE MISSING STATUS OF YOUR (INSERT) 50/3,

HAS BEEN COMPLETED.  ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION PERTAINING TO HIS
STATUS HAS BEEN CIVEN CAREFUL CONSIDERATION. THE CIRCUNSTANCES
ATTENDANT TO HIS DISAPPEARANCE, PLUS THE LAPSE OF TINE WITHOUT ANY -
FURTHER INFORMATION TO SUPPORT A PRESUMPTION OF SURVIVAL CAN LEAD
ONLY TO THE CONCLUSION THAT HE IS O LONGER ALIVE, FURTHER, THE
DEBRIEFING OF RETURNED PRISONERS OF WAR FOLLOWING THE CEASEFIRE
AGREEMENT OF 27 JANUARY 1973, HAS REVEALED NO INFORMATIOR _01? HIS FATE.
THEREFORE, A DETERMINATION H&é BEEN MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE
ARMY TO CHANGE MIS STATUS FLOK MISELNG IR .O.CT‘I.CIN,/ /

TO PRESUMED DEAD, AS OF /f{% v 72 . AN OFFICIAL FINDING OF ,

DEATH WILL BE RECORDED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 555 AND 556,

TITLE 37, UNITED STATES CODE. THE DATE OF aY , IS NOT

AN ACTUAL OR PROBABLE DATE OF DEATH, BUT IS A DATE ESTABLISHED IN,

ACCORDANCE WITH THE STATUTE.
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Reference &
FROM: JCRC-LHB 21 March' 1982
i A

P o

SUBJ: Refugee Report, Burial of American Remains at Quang Tri

T0: Commander, JCRC
Barbers Point, HI 26862

Source: ¢ /5
52 interviewed at

Pulau Bidong, Malaysia, on 19 Feb 82; map used HE4B-16.

Sometime during Jamuary 1977 Source and a friemd, sS5- also a former

ip were collecting scrap iron for resale near the former U5, base
called "McNamara" in Quang Tri Prevince when they discovered the-wreckage of
two U.5. helicopters. Source was not able to identify the type of helicopter
but stated that they were lying about 150 meters apert. Onme of the aireraft
was on the edge of a strean bank and contafned rusted weapons and amsunition
but no remains. The other aircraft contained three sets of skeletal remains
wearing rotted U.5, type fatigues. One of the remains had U.5. rank insignia
of "gergeant” on the sleeves of the jacket. One of the remains had an "Omega"
wristwatch which Source's friend $3u removed and used since it was still
in good condition. Source and his friend buried the remains in a bomb crater
approximately 30 meters from the wreckage. Source stated that the grave was
located approximately six hours walking distance west of "McNamara" Base
near hill 1228, TLocation of this hill is unknown, After burying the remains,
Source placed a rusted machine gun from the helicopter on top of the grave.
Source stated that his friend is still in Vietnam and could easily locate

the gravesite. His address: £50 S55D

S5P is

residing there with his wife and four children while caring for his elderly
parents, Source does not believe S has entered refugee chanmels.

Atch:
Sketch



